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SOUTH FRASER PERIMETER ROAD – 80TH STREET TO NORDEL WAY SEGMENT
Pre-Design Community Consultation
Discussion Guide • January/February 2006

PRE-DESIGN Community consultation : South Fraser Perimeter Road – 80th Street to Nordel Way Segment

The Ministry of Transportation will conduct community
consultation at three design stages:
The Consultation Program
The purpose of consultation on the pre-design of the segment of
the South Fraser Perimeter Road from 80th to Nordel is to obtain
community and stakeholder feedback on draft pre-design options
for proposed highway improvements. The input gathered will be
used in developing draft preliminary designs.
This consultation program will consist of a series of small group
meetings with community organizations and stakeholders, an
open house, a web-based discussion guide and feedback form,
and a consultation summary report. Tentative milestones follow:
• Consultation on Pre-Design

January/February 2006

• Public Review of Environmental
Assessment Application

2006

• Consultation on Preliminary Design

2007/2008

•C
 onsultation on Detailed Design

To be determined

Feedback gathered through this community consultation program
will be provided to project technical staff and will be considered
along with technical, financial and scheduling inputs as the
project develops preliminary designs.

Pre-design Consultation
January/February 2006
Pre-design consultation ensures that community objectives are
considered in the design of highway improvements to meet
primary safety, congestion, movement and access goals. This
stage looks at basic components, such as interchanges, access
between communities and cycling options.

Preliminary Design Consultation
2007/2008
With basic pre-design components determined, the preliminary
design consultation discusses refinements to the alignment,
key intersections and other access features. This stage deals
with specific rather than conceptual improvements. A key
outcome is practical feedback on preliminary designs for
consideration by the project team and highway designers in
developing detailed and final designs.

Detailed Design Consultation
Timing to be determined
Detailed design consultation generally focuses on fewer but
more detailed treatments, such as specific access measures,
lighting and landscaping. This stage involves relatively more
financial and technical analysis than community consultation to
ensure designs are financially and technically feasible.
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The Gateway Program

The Challenge

The Benefits of the Gateway Program

Rising Congestion Reduces Quality of Life, Increases Costs
The population of the Lower Mainland has grown by 750,000 over the
past 20 years and is anticipated to grow to over three million by 2021.
Automobiles are increasing at a rate of 20,000 per year. This growth is
creating gridlock on Greater Vancouver’s road network, which has had
no significant improvements since the 1980s. Greater Vancouver residents
consistently rate transportation as the number-one issue in the region.

Improving Roads and Bridges for People, Goods and Transit
Gateway Program road and bridge improvements are proposed to
complement other transit and transportation projects being planned
or constructed throughout the region. Together, these improvements
will create a comprehensive, effective transportation network that
addresses congestion, supports economic activity, increases transit and
transportation choice and provides better regional and inter-municipal
connections.

Greater Vancouver is a strategic North American transportation gateway
for international trade, emerging as Canada’s hub for Asia-Pacific trade.
The Port of Vancouver has seen a 56% growth in trade with China in
the past year and the volume of BC port container traffic is expected
to quadruple by 2020. Coupled with population growth, this economic
growth means more pressure on regional transportation infrastructure,
such as highways, SkyTrain and intercity buses. The existing roads and
bridges cannot support this forecasted growth. In fact, a number of key
routes are already at capacity.
Changing Regional Travel Patterns
The Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority (TransLink) and
the Ministry of Transportation completed a travel survey of Greater
Vancouver residents in 2004. One of the key trends from this survey
shows increased job growth outside downtown areas. For example, in the
past decade, the increase in Vancouver residents working in the suburbs
exceeded the growth in suburban residents working in Vancouver by
9 to 1. This type of job growth creates a greater need for travel from
Vancouver to suburban municipalities, and for inter-municipal travel.
The consequences of not making road and bridge improvements
include further congestion, longer and longer rush hours, increased
costs to the economy, delayed goods movement, increased air pollution
and unreliable transit connections throughout the region. Without
comprehensive improvements to the transportation and transit network,
the cost of living will increase and the quality of life in the region
will decline.

Addressing congestion
Gateway improvements will help relieve congestion on the key
bottlenecks, such as the Port Mann and Pitt River bridges, and River
Road in Delta.
Improving the movement of people and goods in and through the region
Gateway improvements will bring key provincial corridors, including
Highway 1, to current safety standards. The improvements will make
merging safer and easier, provide enhanced opportunities for transit and
HOV service, and create alternatives for the single-occupant vehicle user.
The Gateway Program is also studying opportunities for priority transit
and truck/goods movement.
Improving access to key economic gateways through improved links
By improving links between ports, industrial areas, railways, airports and
border crossings, Gateway Program road and bridge improvements will
ensure Greater Vancouver retains and increases its role as a critical North
American gateway for international trade, sustaining jobs and bolstering
the economy of the province and the country.
Improving safety and reliability
Congestion affects the reliability and safety of the existing transportation
system, creating uncertain travel times and road conditions, and
increasing both stress for drivers and the number of collisions. Gateway
road and bridge improvements will bring the road network up to current
standards and accommodate future growth.
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Improving the region’s road network
By alleviating gridlock along major corridors, Gateway improvements
will contribute to better regional and inter-municipal traffic flow. In
addition, it will improve the movement of traffic across Highway 1. One
of the main goals for the SFPR is to restore municipal roads as community
connectors by reducing truck traffic on municipal road networks.
Improving quality of life in communities by keeping regional traffic
on regional roads instead of local streets
By relieving bottlenecks on major routes, Gateway road and bridge
improvements will help keep regional traffic on regional roads, not local
streets, and improve the quality of life in communities surrounding these
key transportation corridors.
Reducing vehicle emissions by reducing congestion-related idling
Idling on congested highways is one of the most significant contributors
to poor regional air quality. Improved traffic movement along these
corridors will help reduce congestion-related idling and its impact on air
quality.
Facilitating better connections to buses and SkyTrain, cycling
and pedestrian networks
Each of the Gateway projects includes enhancements for cycling. The
Gateway Program, in conjunction with TransLink, will make transit service
more feasible, including queue jumper lanes and park-and-ride facilities,
as well as providing for new or improved transit services along these
routes.
Reducing travel times along and across the Fraser River
Gateway improvements are projected to reduce average peak period
travel times through 2031. Depending on origin and destination,
travelers could see time savings of 10% to 60%. As an example, travel
time between Surrey and Coquitlam could be reduced as much as
45% to 60%. In addition, the SFPR will reduce travel times between the
CN intermodal yard in Surrey and the Tilbury Island industrial area by
45% to 55%.



The Three Components of the Gateway Program
The Port Mann/Highway 1 Project
The Port Mann/Highway 1 Project includes twinning the Port Mann
Bridge, upgrading interchanges and improving access and safety on
Highway 1 from Vancouver to Langley. The project includes extending
HOV lanes to Langley and allowing for transit and cycling facilities over
the Port Mann Bridge. It will relieve the severe congestion impacting
commuters and goods movers that rely on this route – the Lower
Mainland’s primary truck route.
The North Fraser Perimeter Road (NFPR)
The North Fraser Perimeter Road is a set of proposed improvements to
existing roads along the north shore of the Fraser River, to provide an
efficient, continuous route between the Queensborough Bridge in
New Westminster and TransLink’s new Golden Ears Bridge in Maple
Ridge/Pitt Meadows.
The Pitt River Bridge and Mary Hill Bypass is a stand-alone component
of this corridor and includes a new Pitt River Bridge to replace the aging
swing bridges, and a new interchange to replace the existing intersection
of Lougheed Highway and the Mary Hill Bypass. Upgrades will improve
safety and reliability, reduce interference with marine traffic and provide
for cycling and pedestrian facilities.
The South Fraser Perimeter Road Project (SFPR)
The SFPR is a new four-lane, 80 km/h route along the south side of the
Fraser River, extending from Deltaport Way in southwest Delta to 176th
Street and the Golden Ears Bridge connector road in Surrey/Langley
(approximately 40 km). It will produce a continuous and efficient route
to serve the port facilities, rail yards and industrial areas along this key
economic corridor, and will also benefit commuters.

Gateway Program: South Fraser Perimeter Road – 80th Street to Nordel Way Segment

Helping People Make Good Transportation Choices

Working With Communities

Public Transit, Cycling and HOV
Transportation needs are directly related to where people live and work.
In high population areas, public transit is available and well used. In areas
of lower density, frequent transit service is less cost-effective and less
available, and people rely more on the automobile.

Consultation with municipalities and the public, underway for more than
two years, is ongoing. In 2005, pre-design public consultation took place
in Delta regarding options to improve or relocate Highway 17 as part of
the South Fraser Perimeter Road in southwest Delta. Consultation took
place in spring 2005 in Port Coquitlam, Pitt Meadows and Maple Ridge
about improvements to the Pitt River Bridge and Mary Hill Bypass. In
the spring of 2006, the Gateway program will consult with communities
about the Port Mann/Highway 1 project.

The Gateway Program is working with TransLink and Greater Vancouver
municipalities to identify areas where alternatives to the single-occupant
automobile (such as transit, HOV services and cycling) could be improved.
The Gateway Program includes provision for:
• New bus routes and reliable bus service across the Port Mann Bridge,
improving connections to rapid transit lines on both sides of the
Fraser River.
• Light rail transit on both the Pitt River and Port Mann bridges for
future expansion of the region’s rapid transit system.

Public consultation will continue through 2006 and will take place at
each of the three key design stages: pre-design, preliminary design and
detailed design for each project.
Transit on the Highway 1 Corridor
The Ministry of Transportation, working with TransLink, will
ensure provision for public transit is made within the planning and
implementation of Port Mann/Highway 1 improvements.

• Expansion of Highway 1 HOV lanes to Langley.
• Significant improvements to the cycling network, including across the
twinned Port Mann Bridge, along the South Fraser Perimeter Road and
across the Pitt River Bridge and Mary Hill Bypass.
Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
Planning for the Gateway Program also includes evaluation of
transportation demand management options to provide incentives so
that people may consider alternatives to single-occupancy vehicle use.
Options include:
• Bus, HOV and/or special-purpose facilities for goods movement, such as
queue jumper lanes or ramp-metering at highway on-ramps
• Tolling of either the Port Mann Bridge or Highway 1 or a combination
of the two.
• Special-purpose lanes
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The South Fraser Perimeter Road
Overview of the SFPR
The SFPR has long been part of provincial, regional and municipal
transportation plans. With connections to Highways 1, 15, 91, 99, 17
and the future Golden Ears Bridge, the SFPR will take a significant step
towards improving the region’s road network.
The SFPR will link primary economic “gateway” facilities such as the
Vancouver Port Authority’s Deltaport expansion, the Fraser River Port
Authority’s Fraser Surrey Docks, CN Intermodal yard, Canada/U.S. border
crossings, the Tsawwassen ferry terminal to Vancouver Island, and
numerous industrial centres in Delta, Surrey and Langley. The route will
also benefit tourists accessing borders, Vancouver Island and the BC
Interior.
SFPR Consultation Activities
Since 1999, the Ministry of Transportation has been consulting with
municipalities, TransLink, the GVRD, port authorities, railways, regulatory
agencies, First Nations, community groups and the public in planning for
the SFPR. The project team considered suggestions from these groups
and made adjustments to the alignment of the SFPR and the scope
of the project.
In addition, public consultation on sections of the proposed SFPR
between 176th Street and Highway 91 was undertaken as part of the
Ministry’s Planning and Preliminary Design Study completed in 2001. In
early 2003, the SFPR was incorporated into the Gateway Program and
the project scope was expanded to continue west to Deltaport Way in
Southwest Delta, and east from 176th Street to the Golden Ears Bridge
connector road in Surrey.
In early 2005 the Gateway Program gathered public input on preferences
for the SFPR alignment between Deltaport Way and 80th Street.
This consultation program will gather public input on the section of
the SFPR between 80th Street and Nordel Way. Later in 2006, a public
consultation program will be conducted on the segment of the SFPR
between Nordel Way and 176th.



South Fraser Perimeter Road Goals
The goals for the South Fraser Perimeter Road are to:
• Improve the movement of people and goods through the region by
providing improved connections to the provincial highway network.
• Reduce east-west travel times, particularly for heavy truck
movements, by providing a continuous highway along the south side
of the Fraser River.
• Improve access to major trade gateways and industrial areas and
facilitate development in designated industrial areas.
• Improve safety and reliability.
• Restore municipal roads as community connectors by reducing truck
traffic on municipal road networks.

Environmental Review Process
The South Fraser Perimeter Road will undergo a harmonized federal/
provincial environmental review process. The Gateway Program is
committed to minimizing environmental impacts and is continuing
to consult with key stakeholders in the process of conducting
comprehensive environmental reviews.
The Gateway Program Team will prepare an environmental assessment
application for the South Fraser Perimeter Road project. This application
and its supporting studies will be submitted to the BC Environmental
Assessment Office (EAO). The EAO will invite public comments during its
public review period.
Potential environmental and socio-community impacts will be identified,
along with proposed mitigation and compensation measures. Public
consultation, local government and First Nations’ involvement in the
environmental assessment process will be an important aspect of the
review process.
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South Fraser Perimeter Road: 80th to Nordel Way
Overview of the Selected Alignment

1

The proposed alignment for the South Fraser Perimeter Road (SFPR)
from 80th Street to Nordel starts immediately south of the Tilbury
industrial area and crosses the existing 80th Street adjacent to the
northwest corner of the Burns Bog lands. Access to and from 80th
Street is proposed from the eastbound South Fraser Perimeter Road
at this location, providing access to the south only.

2

A four-way intersection on the SFPR is proposed immediately
northeast of this access that will provide access to the SFPR from the
Tilbury industrial area to the west, and from the Sunbury industrial
area to the east.

3

4



Traveling north, the SFPR runs immediately parallel to the rail
lines crossing the Terasen Gas line’s utility corridor, and then turns
slightly east. Through this section, the South Fraser Perimeter
Road follows the boundary of Burns Bog immediately north of the
Terasen Gas line.
Immediately west of the current terminus of River Way, the South
Fraser Perimeter Road turns east to parallel the existing River Road.

5

Connecting River Road to the west to Nordel Way and Highway
91 in the east is a proposed new road called the “River Road
Connector”. Starting at River Road immediately east of 96th Street,
this road travels south to an intersection and level crossing at the
CN/BNSF rail lines. From this intersection south of the rail lines, the
River Road Connector travels southeast to the proposed Sunbury
Interchange, continuing southeast from here to an intersection with
Nordel Way at the Nordel Way Weigh Scales. These improvements
provide access to the SFPR from the River Road industrial areas.

6

From here, the SFPR continues east along the Fraser River to pass
beneath the Alex Fraser Bridge.

7

The selected alignment creates better access to the Sunbury
industrial land that the Corporation of Delta has designated for
further development.

8

The alignment creates a boundary to Burns Bog, which will limit
encroachment into the sensitive bog lands.

9

Improvements and connections to the local municipal road
network are proposed at a new full movement interchange, the
new “Sunbury Interchange”, providing access to the South Fraser
Perimeter Road from Nordel Way, Highway 91 and River Road and
a connection between River Road and Nordel Way.
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Consultation Topics
80th Street and SFPR Intersection
A four-way intersection on the SFPR is proposed, as shown on the
following map, that will, together with improvements and additions
to the local road network, provide access to the SFPR from 80th Street,
Vantage Way, Progress Way and River Way to the west, and from the
Sunbury industrial area to the east.
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CONSULTATION TOPICS (CONTINUED)
Pre-Design concept for New Sunbury Interchange Traffic Movements

From Highway 91 (see purple star on plan)

The following describes the traffic movements at the proposed new
Sunbury Interchange.

To SFPR Eastbound:
Exit Highway 91 at the second Nordel Way off-ramp. Pass over Highway
91 and continue through the Nordel Way intersection. Turn right at the
SFPR eastbound on-ramp.

From South Fraser Perimeter Road, Eastbound (see red star on plan)
To River Road:
Exit SFPR at the River Road Connector off-ramp and turn left at the
intersection. Follow the River Road Connector underneath the SFPR to
the intersection and turn right to cross the rail lines at the level crossing,
then continue north to River Road.
To Nordel Way:
Exit SFPR at the River Road Connector off-ramp and follow the road to
the right at the intersection with River Road Connector. Continue on the
River Road Connector to the Nordel Way intersection and turn left into
Nordel Way.
To Highway 91:
Exit SFPR at the River Road Connector off-ramp and follow the road to
the right at the intersection with River Road Connector. Continue on
the River Road Connector through the Nordel Way intersection to the
Highway 91 interchange.
From South Fraser Perimeter Road, Westbound (see black star on plan)
To River Road:
Exit SFPR at the River Road Connector off-ramp and continue north
through the intersection and level crossing to River Road.
To Nordel Way:
Exit SFPR at the River Road Connector off-ramp and follow the ramp
onto River Road Connector eastbound. Pass underneath the SFPR
overpass and through the intersection of the eastbound SFPR ramps.
Continue on River Road Connector to the Nordel Way intersection and
turn left into Nordel Way.
To Highway 91:
Exit SFPR at the River Road Connector off-ramp and follow the ramp
onto River Road Connector eastbound. Pass underneath the SFPR
overpass and through the intersection of the eastbound SFPR ramps.
Continue on the River Road Connector through the Nordel Way
intersection to the Highway 91 interchange.

10

To SFPR Westbound:
Exit Highway 91 at the second Nordel Way off-ramp. Pass over Highway
91 and continue through the Nordel Way intersection. Continue through
the intersection with the SFPR eastbound ramps and underneath the SFPR
flyover to the intersection. Turn left onto the SFPR westbound on-ramp.
To River Road:
Exit Highway 91 at the second Nordel Way off-ramp. Pass over Highway
91 and continue through the Nordel Way intersection. Continue through
the intersection with the SFPR eastbound ramps and underneath the
SFPR overpass to the intersection. Turn right at the intersection and cross
the rail lines at the level crossing. Continue north to River Road.
To Nordel Way:
Exit Highway 91 at the second Nordel Way off-ramp. Pass over Highway
91 and turn right at the Nordel Way intersection.

Nordel Way and the South Fraser Perimeter Road
Where the north end of Nordel Way meets the South Fraser Perimeter
Road (see plan, next page), it is proposed that the access from Nordel
Way to the SFPR be closed and traffic redirected to the new Sunbury
Interchange. Redirecting traffic at this access point eliminates trucks
traveling through Nordel Way as a method of avoiding the new
Sunbury Interchange if they are already on Nordel Way. In addition, it
was determined that a “right-in, right-out” at Nordel Way and the SFPR
may create a safety problem, since vehicles traveling eastbound would
have to come down a hill and make a right curve just as they approached
this area.
It may be possible to create a right-out access at this point to the
eastbound SFPR. This would provide some access from Nordel Way while
meeting safety requirements.
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CONSULTATION TOPICS (CONTINUED)
Cycling Options for the SFPR between 80th and Nordel Way
Located near Highway 91, Nordel Way, River Road and the proposed
SFPR, the 80th Street to Nordel area is an important junction for
recreational and commuter cyclists.
The 80th Street area approximately 4 km to the west of Nordel is located
within the Tilbury industrial area, an important employment centre and
thus a commuter cyclist destination. Connection between the Nordel
area and 80th Street is currently provided by the designated cycling
route along River Road, and in the future, the proposed SFPR adds a
new cycling route. The following describes the two options for cycling
between 80th Street and Nordel Way.

1 Option I: River Road Cycling Route
• Cyclists traveling eastbound along the SFPR corridor would exit
SFPR at 80th Street and use 80th Street and Houston Road to
access River Road.
• Cyclists would use River Road from Houston Road to the proposed
Sunbury Interchange.
• Eastbound cyclists would rejoin the SFPR at the new Sunbury
Interchange on-ramp. Westbound cyclists would exit the SFPR
where it leaves the current River Road alignment (just west of the
Alex Fraser Bridge).

2 Option II: SFPR Cycling Route
• Cyclists traveling along the shoulders of the SFPR corridor would
remain on the route until the Sunbury Interchange.
• At Sunbury, eastbound cyclists would exit before the interchange,
cross River Road Connector and rejoin the SFPR on the east side
of the interchange, to avoid crossing the busy merge point of the
eastbound on-ramp. Cyclists would still be required to cross similar
volumes of traffic at the intersection of River Road Connector and
the ramps, but speeds would be lower, with more frequent gaps.
This area may require further analysis.
• Westbound cyclists would exit SFPR before the Sunbury
Interchange and, using the local road network, connect to the
westbound on-ramp to rejoin the SFPR.
These options have been presented to solicit feedback to assist
the SFPR Project team to determine a preferred cycling route. The
project will continue to develop cycling plans based on feedback
from public consultation, municipalities, stakeholders and
considering technical and financial inputs.

12
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SOUTH FRASER PERIMETER ROAD – 80TH STREET TO NORDEL WAY SEGMENT
Pre-Design Community Consultation
Discussion Guide • January/February 2006

For information about the South Fraser Perimeter Road
consultation on the 80th to Nordel Segment,
please contact:
Sarah Johnston
info@gatewayprogram.bc.ca
Tel: 604-456-2420
Fax: 604-439-2585
www.gatewayprogram.bc.ca
14
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1 80th Street Intersection Traffic Movement
A new intersection will be built at 80th Street and the new South Fraser
Perimeter Road to provide access to the South Fraser Perimeter Road
from 80th Street, and the Tilbury industrial area.
Do you have any questions or comments about traffic movements at this
intersection?

3 Nordel Way and the South Fraser Perimeter Road
There are two options for managing traffic at Nordel Way and the South
Fraser Perimeter Road. Option 1 is to close off Nordel Way and have all
traffic use the new Sunbury Interchange. Option 2 is to create a right-out
access from Nordel Way to the SFPR. Which option do you prefer? Please
choose only one option.

Option 1: Redirect traffic to the Sunbury Interchange
		
Option 2: Provide a right-out access to the eastbound SFPR

Do you have any questions or comments?

2 New Sunbury Interchange Traffic Movement
A new interchange will provide access to the South Fraser Perimeter Road
from Nordel Way, Highway 91 and River Road.
Do you have any questions or comments about traffic movements at this
new interchange?

Feedback Form • page 2
4 Cycling Options for the 80th to Nordel Segment of the SFPR

Do you have any other comments?

There are two options for cycling routes between 80th and Nordel.
Option 1 provides for cycling access from the Nordel Interchange to River
Road, with River Road being the primary cycling route. Option 2 provides
for cycling on the shoulders of the South Fraser Perimeter Road.
Which best describes how frequently you cycle in the area between
80th Street and Nordel Way? Please choose only one.
Daily

Once a week

Once a month

Rarely

Never

As a recreational cyclist, which of these two options would you
most likely use? Please choose only one.
Option 1: River Road		

Option 2: SFPR

As a commuter cyclist, which of these two options would you most
likely use? Please choose only one.
Option 1: River Road		

Option 2: SFPR

Do you have any questions or comments?

For information about the South Fraser Perimeter Road consultation
on the 80th to Nordel Segment, please contact:
Sarah Johnston
info@gatewayprogram.bc.ca
Tel: 604-456-2420
Fax: 604-439-2585
www.gatewayprogram.bc.ca

Please provide your contact information (optional):
Name:		
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:

